
County Council Chairman, Gary Bunker,  
introduced by member Betty Ryberg as one 
who has the gift of making the complex in 
issues understandable, presented the topic 
and the case for renewal of the 1% or “penny 
on each dollar” or CPST or Capital Project 
Sales Tax. His clearly stated goal was to 
encourage each member after their own 
considerations and his presentation to vote in 
favor of the proposed renewal.
     The current CPST was first passed in 
2000. It was renewed in 2004 and again 
in 2010. It has given Aiken County a cash 
vehicle to fund major capital projects. Prior to 
the first passage the county was financially 
constrained from doing capital projects.  If 
passed the CAP is projected to raise $163 
million over the next 5 years with $51 going 
to the City of Aiken, $31 to the City of North 
Augusta, $75 to Aiken County and the 
balance to other municipalities in the county. 
If the CAP were to fail then the only vehicle 
for major capital projects would be increases 

in property taxes needed to guarantee 
repayment of debt financing through bonds. 
This would carry the added cost of interest; 
thus an inferior method of financing major 
capital projects.
     The priority should the CAP pass is the 
Whiskey Road project; either using $20 
million to support a request of $100 million 
from the State Infrastructure bank for a total 
of $120 million to address all the issues of 
the corridor; or at least using $20 million to 
address drainage issues. Other “existential 
projects” include more and or upgraded rolling 
stock for police, fire and ambulance services; 
paving and maintenance of county roads; and 
a fire training facility for the county’s volunteer 
fire services.
     The CAP has provided a solid cash source 
of paying for major capital projects with 
no interest expense.  It has stabilized the 
county’s finances allowing it to focus Property 
Tax revenues for operations; which in turn 
has allowed for fiscal management to keep 
the millage low and encourage new business 
concerns to locate in Aiken County. As a sales 
tax it provides a means for all beneficiaries 
of major capital projects; both Aiken county 
residents 70% of revenues raised and county 
visitors 30 % of revenues raised to contribute 
a fair share. 
     Clearly and concisely Chairman Bunker 
presented the case to vote in favor of the 
renewing the CAP again. 

The Gear November 5, 2018

Rotary Club of Aiken
 PO Box 685 

Aiken, SC 29802 
(803) 508-4744

 Monday, 12:30 PM
 Newberry Hall 

117 Newberry Street, SW 
www.aikenrotary.com

R.I. President 
Barry Rassin

District Governor 
Carol Burdette

Club President 
Will Williams   

President Elect 
John Lindsay 

Vice President 
Ellen Priest

Past President 
John McMichael  

Secretary/Treasurer 
Rachel L. d’Entremont 

Sergeant-at-Arms 
Richard Holley

Board of Directors
Rick McLeod   (RY 18-19)                    
Jennifer Hart (RY 18-19)
Betty Ryberg (RY 19-20)

Chrissa Matthews ( RY 19-20)
Jeff Baumgardner ( RY 19-20)

Mallory Holley ( RY 19-20)
Al Sorensen (RY 20-21)

Karen Poteat  (RY 20-21)               
John Dangler (RY 20-21)

Sergeants-at-Arms
Chair: Richard Holley

Robert Stack
Rachel d’ Entremont

Richard Herring
Jeff Baumgardner

Josh Booth

PROGRAM LAST WEEK by Bob Byrne

Chartered February 27, 1939 
Club 6187—District 7750 

Volume 52, Number 18
Editor: Tara Reeder - tara@howellprinting.net

CLUb ServICe 

4-Way Test— NOVEMBER
11/5 John Lindsay
11/12 Bill Taylor
11/19 Ahmed Samaha
11/26 John Girardeau

November Greeters-
Sara Wood & Liz Stewart

Guest-
Caroline Peak  Mead Hall
Charlton Hill  AHS
Chancellor Nyguyin AHS 
Brian Marra  AHS
Gary Bunker  guest speaker
Brandon Nesbitt USCA
Lyddie Hanson  Betty Ryberg
Melinda Woodell Fred Humes
Ralph Morrison Josh Stewart
Mike Raybold  Josh Stewart
Larry Wittenmire Jerry Hughson

 Margarita Make-Ups 
The Willcox

5:15 pm - 6:15pm
Last Wednesday of  each month 

2018-2019
11/28, 12/19, 1/30, 2/27, 3/27, 

4/24, 5/29, 6/26
Remember to turn-in your Make-up 

to the Sergeant-at-ArmsYou don’t need a make-up!!
 Just come spend time with fellow Rotarians

Weekly Witticism
“Since a politician never 

believes what he says, he is 
quite surprised to be taken at 

his word.”
- Charles de Gaulle

The Rotary Wheel

The first design was made by Chicago Rotarian 
Montague Bear, an engraver who drew a simple 
wagon wheel, with a few lines to show dust and 
motion. The wheel was said to illustrate “Civiliza-
tion and Movement.” Most of the early clubs had 
some form of wagon wheel on their publications 
and letterheads. Finally, in 1922, it was decided 
that all Rotary clubs should adopt a single design 
as the exclusive emblem of Rotarians. Thus, in 
1923, the present gear wheel, with 24 cogs and six 
spokes was adopted by the “Rotary International 
Association.” A group of engineers advised that 
the geared wheel was mechanically unsound and 
would not work without a “keyway” in the center of 
the gear to attach it to a power shaft. So, in 1923 
the keyway was added and the design which we 
now know was formally adopted as the official 
Rotary International emblem.



ProGrAm ToDAY 

CART FUND
Steve Black

FUTUre ProGrAmS 
November Theme
Nov 12 Veterans Day program
Nov 19  Dana Ridout Mindfullness
Nov 26 Aiken Housing Authority 
       Chanosha Lawton

BIRTHDAYS
Chuck Martin 08 November

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES
Liz Neal   11/05/07 
Bob Pistole   11/05/01 
Mike Willis   11/05/07
Phil Winsor   11/06/06
Leighton McLendon 11/11/03 
 

Charles hartz

Classification:
Restauranteur-Dunkin Donuts
Date of  Induction: 08/10/2015

thomas herlong

Classification: 
Investment Counseling

Date of  Induction: 08/31/2015

We are looking for 
volunteers to help with our an-
nual dictionary project. If you 
are interested in helping with 
this project, please let Debbie 

Eblen know; she has agreed to 
take the lead.

DICTIONARY PROJECT 

Welcome to Rotary

New Rotarians receiving their red badges
L-R Alicia Fitts, Mike Budney, Brian Pruitt


